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Joseph Cook closed his nineteenth annual series of Bos- 
ton Monday lectures on the 26th ult. The course this year 
consisted of six lectures with preludes, the World's Par- 
liament of Religions furnishing the theme of the discourses. 
He was invited by the large and appreciative audience 
which had followed this last series to continue the lectures 
next year. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 

The Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs made its re- 
port on Hawaii on the 26th of February. It covers 800 
printed pages and contains the testimony taken by the Com- 
mittee and their finding on the case. A minority report was 
made signed by Senators Butler, Turpie, Daniel and 
Gray. The majority report was signed by Senators Mor- 
gan, Sherman, Frye, Dolph and Davis. 

The majority report justifies Mr. Stevens' course ex- 
cept in his proclamation of a protectorate. It finds noth- 
ing irregular in the appointment of Mr. Blount. From the 
testimony before the Committee it finds, however, that 
Mr. Blount was mistaken in his conclusions. The com- 
plaint made by Liliuokalani in her protest sent to President 
Cleveland was not well founded in fact or in justice. 
She was in fact the author and promoter of the revolu- 
tion. The President of the United States has not, the 
report says, been a party to any irregularity or impropriety 
of conduct in his high office. Likewise, nothing is found 
worthy of criticism in the negotiation of the treaty of 
annexation. 

The Republican members of the Committee, while con- 
curring in the report in all assentials, dissent on five 
points : (a) The appointment of Mr. Blount was unconsti- 
tutional ; (&) the order' placing the vessels at Honolulu 
under Mr. Blount or Mr. Willis were without authority of 
law ; (c) Mr. Blount's order to Admiral Skerrett to lower 
the flag was unlawful ; (d) the President had no right to 
reopen the question of the legality of the provisional gov- 
ernment; (e) any discussion of the intentions of good 
faith of Mr. Blount or Mr. Willis is immaterial, as they 
were simply acting under command of the administration. 

The minority report severely condemns the conduct of 
ex-Minister Stevens. Senators Butler and Turpie made 
a supplemental report stating that they favored the annex- 
ation of the islands at the right time and in the right 
way. 

In his annual report, just published, President Eliot 
devotes nearly ten pages to an exhaustive treatment of 
the subject of athletics and the serious evils developed in 
recent years in connection with boat-racing, base-ball and 
foot-ball. After an admirable statement of these evils, 
which are well known to the whole country and now near- 
ly universally condemned, Dr. Eliot suggests certain ways 
of controlling them : 



(1) " There should be no Freshman intercollegiate 
matches or races ; (2) No games, intercollegiate or 
other, should be played on any but college fields, belong- 
ing to one of the competitors, in college towns ; (3) No 
professional student should take part in any intercollegiate 
contests ; (4) No student should be a member of a uni- 
versity team or crew in more than one sport within the 
same year ; (5) No foot-ball should be played until the 
rules are so amended as to diminish the number and the 
violence of the collisions between the players, and to pro- 
vide for the enforcement of the rules ; (6) Intercolle- 
giate contests in any one sport should not take place 
oftener than every other year." 

He finally says that if these limitations shall not prove 
adequate to stop the evils, intercollegiate contests ought 
to be abolished altogether. This movement on the part of 
Harvard's President has met with most hearty approval 
throughout the country, among the better class of stu- 
dents, as well as among people in general. The college 
and university authorities are largely responsible for the 
brutality and danger to life developed recently in these 
sports. They have looked on with indifference and al- 
lowed them to take their own course, and it is high time 
that they seek to remove the disgrace. Above all other 
institutions except the churches, our seats of learning 
ought to make men tender and humane. 

The killing of young Linder at Harvard has sharply 
raised the question whether boxing is not so essentially 
dangerous as to require its immediate and total suppres- 
sion. It is difficult to see how a sport in which the head 
is constantly exposed to beating and pounding can be in 
any sense legitimate. 

Mr. Bland, chairman of the Committee on Coinage, 
has been making a persistent effort to induce the House 
to pass the bill introduced by his committee in favor of 
coining the silver seigniorage. At the moment when we 
go to press the bill has passed. 

The price of silver in London and New York has re- 
cently reached the lowest figure ever known, 27£ pence per 
ounce in the former and 59 % cents in the latter city. This 
reduces the value of our " stovelid " dollar to 46.21 cents. 
And yet with the ratio between gold and silver unchanged 
and a large amount of silver and silver certificates in cir- 
culation, people continue to wonder why gold will not 
stay in the treasury at Washington ! 

College meanness reached its climax at Cornell Univer- 
sity on the evening of Feb. 20th when thirty Freshmen 
were nearly strangled to death by chlorine gas released 
among them by Sophomores. One of the Freshmen after- 
wards died from the effects of the gas as did alsoja col- 
ored woman. President Schurman, we see, is determined 
that the offenders shall be brought to justice. Justice in 
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this case, since capital punishment is wrong, ought to 
mean a few years in the State prison for every Sopho- 
more engaged in the crime. 

The Wilson Tariff Bill has been under consideration 
during the month in the Senate Sub-Committee. The 
chief point of contention has been the question of duty on 
coal, iron and sugar which the Bill had put on the free 
list. It is conjectured that the committee will, when it 
reports, leave sugar on the free list and restore the duty 
on coal and iron. 

Two more bombs have been thrown in Paris, one at 
the great St. Lazare railway station, the other in the Rue 
St. Denis. The former injured many people. The latter 
was thrown in a personal quarrel. Many people have 
been frightened by mock bombs placed in various parts 
of the city. Dynamite bombs seem to have become a 
plaything among the Parisians, and we may expect 
soon to hear that the Deputies are throwiug them at each 
other in their duels. 

The Kearsarge, famous for having sunk the Alabama 
during the civil war, itself foundered and went to the 
bottom on Roncador reef on the night of Feb. 2d, while 
on the way from Port au Prince, Hayti, to Bluefields, 
Nicaragua. The crew were saved. 



OFFICIAL LETTERS IN REFERENCE TO ARBI- 
TRATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

Sib J. Pauncefote to the Earl of Rosebery. 

" Washington, Dec. 7, 1893. 

" My Lord — In accordance with the instructions con- 
tained in your lordship's despatch of the 28th of July 
last, I transmitted to the United States Secretary of 
State the copy of the resolution passed by the Houses of 
Commons expressing sympathy with the action taken by 
Congress in favor of the settlement of international dis- 
putes by arbitration, and I informed Mr. Gresham that 
Her Majesty's Government would be glad, if the Presi- 
dent should see fit to lay it before both Houses of Con- 
gress. 

" I have now the honor to inclose copy of Mr. Gresh- 
am's reply, which is dated on the 4th instant, and in 
which, after stating that it had been unavoidably deferred, 
he informs me that the President will feel great satisfac- 
tion in bringing the resolution in question to the knowl- 
edge of Congress in his forthcoming annual Message. 

" I transmitted to your lordship a copy of this Message, 
which was communicated to Congress on the 4th instant, 
in my despatch of the 5th instant, and your lordship will 
observe that, in alluding, on page 10, to the receipt of the 



resolution, President Cleveland remarks : ' It affords 
me signal pleasure to lay this Parliamentary resolution 
before the Congress, and to express my sincere gratifica- 
tion that the sentiment of two great and kindred nations 
is thus authoritatively manifested in favor of the rational 
and peaceable settlement of international quarrels by 
honorable resort to arbitration.' 

"I have, etc., 
(Signed) " Julian Pauncefote." 



Secretary Gresham to Sir Julian Pacncefote. 

" Department of State, Washington, 
Dec. 5, 1893. 

" Excellency — With regard to your note of the 9th 
of August, 1893, of which acknowledgment has been 
hitherto unavoidably deferred, I have now the pleasure 
to inform you that the President will feel great satisfac- 
tion in bringing to the knowledge of the Congress, in his 
forthcoming annual Message, the Resolution of the House 
of Commons of the 16th of July last, whereby that high 
body expressed its cordial sympathy with the action taken 
by the Senate and House of Representatives in the con- 
current Resolution of the 14th of February and 3d of 
April, 1890, requesting the President ' to invite from time 
to time, as fit occasions may arise, negotiations with any 
Government with which the United States has or may 
have diplomatic relations, to the end that any differences 
or disputes arising between the two Governments which 
cannot be adjusted by diplomatic agency may be referred 
to arbitration, and be peacefully adjusted by such means.' 

" In manifesting the hope that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment will lend their cordial eo-operation to the Govern- 
ment of the United States upon the basis of this concur- 
rent Resolution of Congress, the House of Commons 
has afforded a most gratifying proof of the sentiment of 
the two nations in favor of the settlement of international 
disagreements by honorable resort to impartial arbitra- 
tion, a mode of adjustment of which the United States and 
Great Britain have, by mutual accord, given to the world 
conspicuous illustration on several recent occasions. 

"I have, etc., 
(Signed) " W. Q. Gresham." 



THE MAGAZINES AND PAPERS. 

THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

Those interested in studying the political condition of 
Brazil and the causes and character of the present rebel- 
lion in that country will find the situation, from the stand- 
point of the government, presented in the North American 
Review for February in a carefully written article by the 
Brazilian Minister at Washington, Salvador de Mendonca. 
He says that " the interest of foreign nations, which in 



